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SERS0093: Identities in nineteenth-century
Russian literature

The aim of the course is to explore Russian literature and society in
the nineteenth century through the prism of questions of identity.
Literary, social and gender identities will be examined in order to
build a picture of the forces governing Russian society and the
ways in which they shape the literature of the period and,
conversely, to explore how identity is constructed within a literary
text. The course is split into three topics. The depiction of the
estates of the realm (sosloviia), such as the gentry, merchants,
clergy, is examined in order to develop knowledge of the dynamics
of traditional Russian social life beyond the Europeanized capitals,
and its role in literature. Questions of narrative voice, technique
and structure are addressed in relation to Russian literature's most
famous 'types’, including the ‘superfluous man’, the 'poor clerk’
and the nihilist. The position of women in Russian society and
culture is examined through a comparison of works by women
writers with the depiction of women in short works by two of the
nineteenth century's most famous authors, Tolstol and Dostoevskii.
The course will be taught over two terms, focusing on three to four
main texts for each topic, including some of the most famous
works of nineteenth-century Russian literature as well as others
you may not have heard of, but which you will hopefully find
equally enjoyable and rewarding.
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S. T. Aksakov and J. D. Duff, A Russian gentleman, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1982,
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Oxford, 1996.
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O. Shapir, in An Anthology of Russian women's writing, 1777-1992, Oxford University
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Macmillan, London, 1982
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J. Andrew, Writers and society during the rise of Russian realism, Macmillan, London, 1980.
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G. Bucher, Daily life in Imperial Russia, Greenwood Press, Westport, Conn, 2008, vol.
Greenwood Press 'Daily life through history' series.
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M. W. Cavender, Nests of the gentry: family, estate, and local loyalties in provincial Russia,
University of Delaware Press, Newark, 2007.
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, Berghahn Books, New York, 2011.
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N. Cornwell and N. Christian, Reference guide to Russian literature, Fitzroy Dearborn,
London ; Chicago, 1998.
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N. Cornwell, The Routledge companion to Russian literature, Routledge, London, 2001, vol.
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N. Cornwell, The society tale in Russian literature: from Odoevskii to Tolstoi, Rodopi,
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1500 to the present, Cornell University Press, Ithaca, 2003.
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P. Debreczeny and . Zeldin, Literature and national identity: nineteenth-century Russian
critical essays, University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln, 1970.
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R. Freeborn, G. Donchin and N. J. Anning, Russian literary attitudes from Pushkin to
Solzhenitsyn, Macmillan, London, 1976.

25

4/23



05/08/26 SERS0093: Identities in nineteenth-century Russian literature | University
College London
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, Oxford University Press, New York, 1998.
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Press, Cambridge, Mass, 2nd ed., 2011,
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Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1998.

31

. M. Lotman, Besedy o russkol kul[Jtury: byt i
tradit

sii russkogo
dvori

anstva (XVlll-nachalo XIX veka), ‘Iskusstvo-SPB’, Sankt-Peterburg, 1994.
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for Soviet and East European Studies, The Golden age of Russian literature and thought,
Macmillan, Basingstoke, 1992.

35

J. A. Ogden and . E. Kalb, Russian novelists in the age of Tolstoy and Dostoevsky, Gale
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1999, vol. Dictionary of literary biography.
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42
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nineteenth-century Russia / edited by Theofanis G. Stavrou., Indiana University Press,
Bloomington, 1983.
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W. M. Todd, R. L. Belknap, and Stanford University, Literature and society in imperial
Russia, 1800-1914, Stanford University Press, Stanford, Calif, 1978.
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86-102.

50

R. Gregg and S. Aksakov, Russian Review, 1991, 50, 35-47.
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N. A. Dobrolyubov, in Selected philosophical essays, Foreign Languages Publishing House,
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59

R. A Peace, The Modern Language Review, 1989, 84, 99-110.

60

K. S. Rahman, The British reception of Russian playwright Aleksandr Nikolaevich Ostrovsky
(1823-1886): Russian drama on the British stage, Edwin Mellen Press, Lewiston, N.Y., 2011.
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65
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K. A. Lantz, Nikolay Leskov, Twayne Publishers, Boston, 1979, vol. Twayne's world authors
series.
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|. C. Sperrle, The organic worldview of Nikolal Leskov, Northwestern University Press,
Evanston, Ill, 2002, vol. Studies in Russian literature and theory.
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C. Sperrie, The Slavic and East European Journal, 2000, 44, 29-47.
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F. Wigzell, The Slavonic and East European Review, 1985, 63, 321-336.
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Faith Wigzell, The Modern Language Review, 1988, 83, 901-910.

75
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Richard Freeborn, Macmillan, in association with the School of Slavonic and East European
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pp. 39-51.
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J. Andrew, Russian Literature, 1992, 31, 449-476.
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Tolstoy, University of Jordan, Jordan, 2004, vol. Publications of Deanship of Academic
Research, University of Jordan, pp. 91-124.
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L. Bagby, The Slavic and East European Journal, 1978, 22, 265-286.
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L. Bagby, 1944- and American Association of Teachers of Slavic and East European
Languages, Lermontov's A Hero of our time : a critical companion, Northwestern University
Press, Evanston, Ill., 2002.

80

A. Barratt and A. D. P. Briggs, A wicked irony: the rhetoric of Lermontov's A hero of our
time, Bristol Classical Press, Bristol, 1989.

81

G. D. Cox, Russian Literature, 15 AD, 11, 163-172.

82

H. Eagle, Russian literature triquarterly, 1974, 10, 299-315.

83

B. M. Efkhenbaum, Lermontov, Prideaux Press, Letchworth, Eng, 1977, vol. Russian titles
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84

H. E. Faletti, Forum for Modern Language Studies, 1978, XIV, 365-377.
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R. Freeborn, in The rise of the Russian novel: studies in the Russian novel from ‘Eugene
Onegin’ to '"War and peace’, Cambridge University Press, London, 1973, pp. 38-73.

86

M. Gilroy, The ironic vision in Lermontov's A hero of our time, University of Birmingham,
Birmingham, 1989, vol. Birmingham Slavonic monographs.

87

R. Greqgg, Slavic Review, 1984, 43, 387-398.

88

S. Layton, Russian literature and empire: conquest of the Caucasus from Pushkin to
Tolstoy, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1994.

89

W. J. Leatherbarrow, The Modern Language Review, 2004, 99, 999-1013.
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C. Marsh, The Slavonic and East European Review, 1988, 66, 35-46.

91

R. Reid, Lermontov: a hero of our time, Bristol Classical, Bristol, 1996.

92

G. Rosenshield, in The Supernatural in Slavic and Baltic literature: essays in honor of Victor
Terras, Slavica Publishers, Columbus, Ohio, 1988, pp. 83-101.
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W. M. Todd Ill, in Fiction and society in the age of Pushkin: ideology, institutions, and
narrative, Harvard University Press, Cambridge, Mass, 1986.

95

C.J. G. Turner, Pechorin: an essay on Lermontov's ‘A hero of our time', Department of
Russian Language and Literature, University of Birmingham, Birmingham, 1978, vol.
Birmingham Slavonic monographs.
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C.J. G. Turner, Canadian Slavonic Papers / Revue Canadienne des Slavistes, 1975, 17,
617-628.

97

J. van der Eng, Russian Literature, 34, 21-35.
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A. Vishevsky, Wiener Slawistischer Almanac, 1991, 27, 55-72.

99

A Barratt, New Zealand Slavonic Journal, 1979, 1-24.
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D. Chizevskii [Tschizewskij], Russian literature triquarterly, 1976, 14, 378-401.
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pp. 37-60.
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R. A. Maguire, in Gogol from the twentieth century: eleven essays, Princeton University
Press, Princeton, N.J., 1974, pp. 293-322.
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12 November 1970, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1972, vol. The Romanes lectures.

128

J. T. Costlow, Worlds within worlds: the novels of Ivan Turgenev, Princeton University Press,
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